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READY. SET. BUILD!: MICHIGAN’S CONSTRUCTION ON THE RISE

Over the past few years, Detroit has seen 
a building boom in an effort to rebuild 
the city to its former glory. In November; 
Bedrock, Barton Malow Company and 
Turner Construction hosted the Ready.
Set.Build! Construction Career Expo at 
Detroit’s Cobo Center. Types of trades at 
the expo included plumbers, pipefitters, 
electricians, welders, and many more. 
The Ready. Set. Build! expo gave job 
seekers hands-on approaches to learning 
trades with virtual simulators and 
participation in live demonstrations. 

The expo was held in an effort to get 
more Detroit natives involved in trade 
skills to help build a workforce for 
upcoming projects.

Detroit has an executive order that 
requires 51 percent of working hours on 
publicly funded construction projects to 
be worked by Detroit residents, otherwise 
the contractors will be fined. After the 
construction of Little Caesars Arena last 
year, it was noted that only 25 percent 
of Detroit residents worked on the job. 

This was the result of the lack of skilled 
laborers throughout the Detroit area. 
Therefore, skilled-trade workers are 
needed to complete upcoming projects 
in Detroit and Wayne County. These 
upcoming projects include Bedrock’s $1 
billion redevelopment of the Hudson’s 
site, $533 million for the Wayne County 
Criminal Justice Center and $830 million 
Monroe Blocks Development. The 
projects have been initiated all thanks to 
Dan Gilbert’s effort to rebuild Detroit. 
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MR. HOCKEY GETS HIS OWN BRIDGE 

The Windsor-Detroit Bridge Authority 
(WDBA) has finally selected Bridging 
North America (BNA) to design, build, 
finance, operate and maintain the 
second Detroit-Windsor Bridge named 
after Detroit Red Wing Legend, Gordie 
Howe. The procurement process began 
in July 2015 and was announced in 
September 2018. The construction of 
the bridge has been valued at a fixed-
priced contract value of $5.7 billion 
and will take approximately 74 months 
to complete, with an anticipated 
service date at the end of 2024. BNA 
will receive monthly payments for 
operations and maintenance over the 
30-year concession (operating) period. 
The construction of the bridge has been 
broken down into four components 
which include the bridge, the Canadian 
port of entry, the US port of entry and 
the Michigan Interchange. 

As a result of the successful bid, 
Bridging North America has started 
meeting with local companies, 

organizations and unions to speak 
about partnership opportunities. The 
project is expected to create 2,500 
direct, on-site jobs that include direct 
hirings and sub-contracting, and add 
overall economic benefits to the whole 
region. This has pushed the BNA to 
reach out to educational institutions to 
help develop the need of skilled trade 
workers. The Gordie Howe International 
Bridge project is a monumental 
undertaking which will result in creating 
the largest cable-stayed bridge in North 
America. It will also become Canada’s 
largest port along the Canada-US 
border and one of the largest in North 
America.

Once constructed, the WDBA realizes 
the bridge will take on the role as a new 
gateway symbol for Canada and the US. 
To ensure that the bridge is meeting the 
needs of commercial users, the WDBA 
is integrating truck only lanes, driver 
friendly lighting, safety designs for 
truck breakdowns and onsite weather 

monitoring stations. Additionally, the 
bridge will include a dedicated multi-use 
path that will accommodate pedestrians 
and cyclists.

The construction of 
the bridge has been 
valued at a fixed-
priced contract 
value of $5.7 
billion and will take 
approximately 74 
months to complete.

Concept illustration as shown at https://www.wdbridge.com/en/project-overview-gordie-howe-international-bridge-project
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TOP CONSTRUCTION TRENDS FOR 2019

As 2018 comes to an end, it is 
important for construction companies 
to be aware of the trends that are 
expected to be seen in 2019.    

Technology advancements and 
integration – Project management 
software is expected to continue 
improving to better adapt to the 
needs of a construction company. 
Additionally, there is an expected 
increase in the use of drones to assist 
in capturing useful photos and videos 
of construction sites.
  
Green technology – The construction 
industry accounts for about 20 percent 
of global emissions. Construction 
companies are working on building 
projects that are more resource 
efficient and environmentally 
responsible. Research and 
development on green construction 

projects includes carbon scrubbing 
building facades, bricks made of 
cigarette butts, thermally driven air 
conditioners and asphalt that will heal 
itself. 

Increase in modular and 
prefabricated projects – Modular 
and prefabricated projects will 
continue to provide improvements 
in time, flexibility and the use of 
materials. Since these projects are 
built off site, it allows construction 
companies to have more control over 
disruptive factors like weather. 

Increasing material costs – Material 
costs are expected to keep rising into 
2019. As of August 2018, there was 
an approximate 9 percent increase 
in material costs. Iron, steel and steel 
mill products are materials which are 
expected to see the most impact. 

Decreased labor force – With the 
employment level remaining low, it is 
expected that drawing in new workers 
to fill positions will continue to be a 
struggle.  

Better safety equipment – Like all 
other industries, construction has seen 
a rise in new equipment which will 
also give rise to new safety standards 
to ensure the safety of workers. 
Companies have started incorporating 
work boots that connect to Wi-Fi that 
can send GPS coordinates or even 
let you know if a worker is injured or 
fatigued. These smart safety options 
are still in their early stages and are 
costly, but these products are expected 
to become a commonplace in the 
construction world. 

Sustainability – Companies are 
looking to strategize ways to preserve 
the environment and efficiently 
use resources. This type of strategy 
includes ways to improve lighting in 
building to cut back on electricity use 
or ways to reuse water used by sinks 
or toilets. Other companies have gone 
as far as reusing original structures and 
recycling construction materials. 

Building Information Modeling 
(BIM) – BIM is an up and coming 
trend that allows companies to 
generate and manage computer 
representations of projects before 
they are built. Companies have been 
using BIM mostly for buildings, roads, 
and utilities. The main focus of these 
models is to show how building 
materials will hold up over time, which 
allows owners to create an efficient 
maintenance schedule. This tool has 
also been used to determine if a 
project is possible and to better predict 
job costs.

Companies should keep these trends 
in mind as they start preparing for 
their 2019 year end.  
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UHY LLP’s National Construction Practice 
is comprised of the country’s foremost 
experts in regards to audit and assurance, 
tax planning and compliance, and business 
advisory services for the construction 
industry. We work with a wide range of 
key industry segments including general 
contractors, underground contractors, 
underwater construction, tunnel, and 
bridge and heavy highway contractors.
 
As active members of various national, 
state and local construction associations, 
state housing councils and specialty 
trade groups, our team keeps alert to 
industry trends and opportunities. Our 
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professionals are leaders in the industry 
and take the steps necessary to ensure our 
client’s future success by identifying and 
addressing new accounting requirements 
and regulations. You can depend on us 
to anticipate major industry issues that 
might impact your company and help you 
structure workable solutions. 
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